Amendments to the claims: 

Claims 1-14: (canceled) 

15. (new) A method for making a bulk material for use in erecting or 
restoring a building structure, comprising the following steps: 

providing a sand and/or powdered mineral; 

surface-treating said mineral with a hydrophobing agent to render said 
mineral water-repellent in such a manner that said mineral does not change its 
properties during use; 

forming a core zone with said surface-treated mineral; 

providing said building structure with at least one of said core zone for 
protecting said building structure against penetration of liquid. 

16. (new) The method according to claim 15 wherein said building 
structure is a dike or levee. 

1 7. (new) The method according to claim 1 5, wherein said material is in 
the form of a loose bulk material filled into a receptacle. 

18. (new) The method according to claim 17, wherein said material is 
packaged in a bag made of a flexible plastic material. 

1 9. (new) The method according to claim 18, wherein said plastic 
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material is made of polyvinyl chloride. 



20. (new) The method according to claim 15, wherein said bulk 
material contains at least one hydrophobic agent selected from the group 
consisting of tall oil, soy oil, rape oil and calcium stearate. 

21. (new) The method according to claim 20, wherein said bulk 
material contains 1 % to 2 % by weight of said hydrophobic agent. 

22. (new) The method according to claim 15, wherein said bulk material 
has a grain size smaller than 200 urn. 

23. (new) The method according to claim 17, wherein said receptacle 
is a valve bag. 

24. (new) The method according to claim 17, wherein said receptacle 
is made of a porous material. 

25. (new) A building structure, comprising: 

at least a core zone for protecting said building structure against 
penetration of liquid, wherein said at least one core zone comprises a material 
in the form of a bulk material substantially consisting of a sand and/or 
powdered mineral which has been rendered water-repellent with a surface 
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treatment of a hydrophobing agent in such a manner that said mineral does 
not change its properties during use. 

26. (new) A building structure according to claim 25 and consisting of 
a dike or levee. 

27. (new) A building structure according to claim 25, wherein said 
material is in the form of a loose bulk material filled into a receptacle. 

28. (new) A building structure according to clam 26, wherein said 
material is packaged in a bag made of a flexible plastic material. 

29. (new) A building structure according to claim 28, wherein the 
plastic material is made of polyvinyl chloride. 

30. (new) A building structure according to claim 27, wherein said 
receptacle is a valve bag. 

31. (new) A building structure according to claim 27, wherein said 
receptacle is made of a porous material. 

32. (new) A building structure according to claim 25, further comprising 
a wall erected by means of building elements which consist of said material 
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packaged to form slabs or panels or surface elements. 

33. (new) A building structure according to claim 25, wherein said 
material is inserted into a cavity or a subsoil of said building structure. 

34. (new) A building structure according to claim, 25, wherein said bulk 
material comprises at least one hydrophobing agent selected from the group 
consisting of tall oil, soy oil, rape oil and calcium stearate. 

35. (new) A building structure according to claim 25, wherein said bulk 
material contains 1 % to 2 % by weight of said hydrophobing agent. 



7 



